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LONG UvE 



Lubicon Supporters Demonstrate 


The arrival of the Olympic Torch in Toronto last 
week was an event designed to rally "all Canadians" 
behind Petro-Canada's "Share the Flame" relay. 
However, not all Canadians were willing to stand by and 
watch the destruction of a traditional Native community 
be glossed over by a catchy jingle and a flag waving 
crowd. Around 100 protestors gathered at City Hall on 
Dec. 23 to demonstrate their support of the Lubicon 
Lake Band's boycott of the 1988 Winter Olympics. 

The Lubicon Band called a boycott of the 
largely oil-company-sponsored Winter Olympics to draw 
attention to the invasion and destruction of their 
traditional lands by oil companies collaborating with the 
Albertan and federal governments. The Lubicon 
peoples way of life has been virtually destroyed by 
development and has had 95% of its members forced 
onto welfare. They are demanding that the federal 
government negotiate fairly with them for a reserve they 
were promised almost 50 years ago. 

Metro Police forced the demonstrators to leave 
City Hall because they were "intending to demonstrate", 
which has somehow become a crime despite the Charier 

of Rights. They were threatened with arrest if they failed 
to comply. 



Supporters of the Lubicon people have been 
demonstrating along the route of Petro-Canada's Torch 
Relay to bring to light the crimes of companies such as 
Petro-Canada (a developer on Lubicon land), Shell 
Canada (sponsor of an Olympic exhibit of Native 
artifacts, despite its continued destruction of this living 
Native community) and Provincial government officials 
involved in organizing the Olympics. 

The demonstration made it clear that the 
organizers and sponsors were the target, not the games 
themselves. If anything, the spirit of the Games are 
ruined by the hidden reality of what the oil companies 
and governments are doing to the Lubicon Cree. 


Three Native men incarcerated in the Special 
Handling Unit of the Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 
maximum security prison, who be^an a hungerstrike for 
recognition of their religious rights on December 24th, 
have had their demands met by the administration. 

Robbie Pelletier, Phillip Bearshirt, and Dennis 
Okeenan began a fast, which they were prepared to 
pursue until death, in order to gain the right to have full 
access to their religious materials (prayer bundles) by 
being allowed them in their ceils. On December 25th, 
they were granted that right, presumably as a result of 
the threat of public attention to the racist policies of the 
prison system, which the hungerstrike posed. 
Obviously a good tactic, these same three men had a 
similar success with a hungerstrike last year, to resist 
wrongful detention in solitary confinement. There is one 
lesson to be learned from their victory - Direct action 
gives satisfaction! 













LEXINGTON SHUTDOWN BOGUS! 



The U.S. Bureau of Prisons (BOP) announced 
on the 5th of October that it would close the Control 
Unit for Women at FCI at Lexington, Kentucky, 
within 9-11 mqriths. The rising tide of opposition to this 
blatant example of overt political repression, has 
apparently rmbffvated the BOP to seek cover. The 
Control Unit was opened with political prisoners, 
and the large majority of the time spent under this 
oppressive regime has been by political prisoners. 
Three out of five prisoners presently there, Susan 
Rosenberg, Alejandrina Torres, and Silvia Baraldini; are 
political prisoners. These facts pulled any thin glove of 
legitimacy off the BOP Lexington policy and practice. 
So do the practices of the unit themselves, revealing an 
intent, in the words of one expert, 7 o reduce prisoners 
to a state of submission essential to their ideafogical 
conversion - or to destroy them. " 

The victory, however, may be more of a tactical 
withdrawal than a defeat for the BOP. BOP Head 
Michael Quinlan told the American Civil Liberties Union 
that a new 150-200 bed maximum security prison for 
wimmin will be built at some unnamed location. This 
would defeat the closure of Lexington, and might even 
allow the BOP to paint this as some sort of humanitarian 
gesture. Any such facility would include the means to do 
the same behaviour modification (torture) as is being 
done at Lexington, only in a manner easier to camoflage 
the political repression, as is done at Marion Prison, in 


Illinois. Prisoners sent there would be vilified, and some 
of them would be cycled through the "program" to give 
the appearance of transfer possibilities, and make 
those who are not transferred appear especially nasty, 
and worthy of abuse. And the new facility could be 
located in a remote area in order to impede support for 
the prisoners, and opposition to the prison. 

Opposition and resistance cannot wait upon 
the construction of this new dungeon. As the National 
Campaign to Abolish the Lexington Control Unit has 
pointed out, if Lexington can be closed in 9-11 months 
from October 5th, 1987, it can be closed now. The 
closure is an admission of failure, and, now that it has 
been made, continuing it for another 9-11 months is 
merely vindictive, gratuitous mistreatment. 

For more information, contact: National 
Campaign to Abolish the Lexington Control 
Unit, 294 Atlantic Av., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201, 
U.S.A. 

Informatbn courtesy of Prisoners' News Service, 
Toronto 


IN BRIEF 


ROADKILLS - Each year, car and truck drivers 
kill millions of unwary animals on streets and highways. 
The purchase of a simple device, called a WILD LIFE 
SAVER, can eliminate roadkills altogether. It works on 
the principle of the silent dog whistle - warning animals 
of approaching danger- and can be attached to the front 
of any vehicle, costing less than the price of a tank of 
gas, or a case of beer. These devices are available 
through the Ontario Humane Society, New Market - 364- 
3420. They do take phone orders, and will mail the 
device to you afa small additional charge. 

SIX. RATIONS RESERVE-Native language 
teachers at his-Teserve near Brantford are refusing to 
swear allegiance to the Crown and to 
Canada, on the grounds that the Six Nations is a 
sovereign state. Federal bureaucrats maintain that, as 


government employees, .they are required to take the 
oath. The Band’s council is also considering re¬ 
wording the oath of office to exclude swearing 
allegiance to the Queen and to Canada. (Globe and Mail 
30-11-87.) 

WASHINGTON-U.S. Congress has approved 
food irridation under pressure from the Department 
of Energy, which is anxious to find a use for vast 
amounts of radioactive waste material from 
nuclear weapons production. Independent scientists 
report that the process destroys many vitamins, 
particularly A, B-complex, C and E. The only testing 
done on the effects of feeding irridated food to humans 
shows that children who ate it developed increasing 
numbers of polyploid cells (cells with more than 
the usual number of chromosomes) for the period of 
feeding. Foods so treated must be identified with a label 
reading "treated with gamma (or ionizing) radiation." 
(Overthrow, v.9 n.l.) 
















CLASS 

DISMISSED! 

The latest World Labour report from the 
International Labour Organization says there are 31 
million jobless in industrialized countries, and the 
outlook for workers remains gloomy. Real wages for 
most workers in Latin America and African countries 
south of the Sahara have decreased by as much as 
40%. 

For years the educators in North America have 
tried to brainwash us by telling us that classes just don't- 
exist any more, because "we’re all middle class" or 
"we’re all workers". The educational system and the 
media both reinforce this liberal view of society. It’s an 
easy way to camoflage the stark reality of class 
inequality by implying that workers and bosses have 
common interests, and that capitalists "are workers too" 
and work hard for the money they "earn". But a sharp 
look at the inequality of workers in Canada dispels any 
such notion. 

In 1985, according to a Globe and Mail survey, 
Canadian workers’ wages rose an average of only 3.8%, 
while the salaries of business executives increased an 
average of 22.5%. But take a look at some of the 
salaries of the upper class. For example, Seagram's 
chairperson Edgar Bronfman got a whopping 680 
thousand dollar bonus that raised his 1985 income to 
$1.4 milion, while Bell Canada Chairperson A. Jean de 
Grampe, whose official salary is a modest $882,100 a 
year, got a pension contribution of $380,000 plus 
another $500,000 from Northern Telecom, to provide him 
with an additional $9,000 a month when he reaches 65. 
Do today’s economists mean to tell us that these men 
"earn" that money the same way wage workers earn 
theirs? 

The corporations these people represent also 
make a good buck from generous government 
handouts. It’s Welfare for the rich. For example, in 
1986, Domtar Inc. requested a hundred-million dollar 
interest-free loan to modernize its mill in Windsor, 
Quebec. A 200-million dollar loan went to South Korea's 
Hyundai Motor Company, even though the company 
planned to open its Quebec plant without assistance. 
Then the government handed Hyundai another 300 
million it didn’t even ask for. 

Now take a look at what's up on the other side 
of the fence. Under new Welfare rates for Metro, a 


single person will recieve $467 a month next year, in 
eluding the maximum housing subsidy. That works ou: 
to $5604 per year, $5476 below the single person pov¬ 
erty line set out by Stats Can at $11,080. The situatior 
for those with minimum wage jobs is not any better. The 
minimum wage in Ontario was raised to $4.55 an hour ir 
October, but this brings the person who works a 40 hour 
week to $1616 below the poverty line, at $9464 a year. 
The Metro Labour Council believes there are 250,000 
households living in poverty in Ontario even with 
someone in the family holding down a job. How many of 
them are given interest free loans to ensure they car 
get by? This is the state of affairs in our nice little 
'classless'society. {Industrial Worker, Toronto Star) 


Questions and Answers 
about Anarchism 


Q: Doesn't it deflate the anarchist case, that public 
opinion can prove to be as repressive as governmen: 
itself? 

A: It's important to keep in mind that public attitude: 
have been conditioned, not just by mass media which 
today are corporations determined to preserve the 
corporate dictatorship, but by our entire soda 
structure. A typical human being first learns to obe> 
orders rather than think in the patriarchal family; the 
school, the church and the workplace later reinforce thi c 
tendency. None of these experiences equip us tc 
socialize effectively with one another, to cooperate 
instead of compete, or to believe in the possibility of 
non-hierarch ical society. 

These are very formidable institutions, but their 
power is not absolute. The outlook they supply so ob¬ 
viously conflicts with reality that many people are able tc 
surmount the resulting schizophrenia and work for socia 
change. To change public attitudes, however, w,e mus 
change the institutions that foster them. This requires 
building an alternative society from the ground up — 
extended rather than patriarchal families, spirituality 
instead of institutionalized religion, free schools, worker 
owned and controlled endeavours, mutual aid etc. — in 
which we can practice our ideals and transmit them tc 
the next generation. At first this effort will involve only a 
very small proportion of the total society, but there is 
reason to hope that once we can demonstrate instead c 
merely theorizing about a cooperative, non-hierarchica 
society the proportion of those willing to live in such < 
society will increase astronomically. 








THEY SHOULD TALK! 

War on drugs my ass 

UNITED NATIONS-The World Health Organization 
estimates that tobacco kills nearly 2.5 million 
people each year, including 350,000 in the USA, 
making this the largest and most accepted on-going 
mass slaughter in the world. In the USA, the $35 billion 
U.S. tobacco industry is sheltered by Congress 
from the Regulatory agencies. The Food, Drug and 
Cosmetic *Act, the Consumer Product Safety Act and 
the Toxic Substances Control Act all ignore tobacco. 
Today four multinationals-Philip Morris, R.J. Reynolds, 
BAT Industries and the German Federal Republic's 
Ruperts/Rothman which is partially owned by Philip 
Morris-produce approximately 40% of the world's 
cigarettes. The remaining 60% are produced by state 
monopolies in China, Japan, the Soviet Union, France, 
Italy abnd Eastern Europe. Tobacco production 
increased the developing world's food bill from $8 billion 
in 1971 to $50 billion in 1980 as farmland is converted to 
tobacco. As two to three hectares of forest must be cut 
down to obtain the fuel needed to cure one ton of 
tobacco, tobacco production leads to accelerated rates 
of deforestation and erosion throughout the Third World. 
In the Third World, there are no restrictions on 
tobacco promotion; in Brazil cigarette consumption 
increases at the rate of 6% per year. (Multinational 
Monitor v. 8 #7-8. 


BOYCOTT COORS 

USA-Although the rightwing AFL-CIO has officially 
ended its boycott of Coors beer in exchange for a 
promise that the' company wont interfere with future 
union organizing, the beer is still produced by 
scab labour. Coors continues to fund the 
Nicaraguan contras and various rightwing 
politicians and organizations in the USA, as well as 
sponsoring anti-gay campaigns. Other participants in 
the boycott, including the Mexican-American Political 
Association (California's largest Latino organization), 
the National Organization for Women and the gay. 
community, are continuing the boycott. 


Animal Rights Hotline 927-9498 
upcoming events and information 


REVIEW 

Kick it Over #20 

A new issue of Kick it Over ; Toronto's longest 
running anarchist magazine has just hit the streets. 
KIO regularly features in-depth analysis of anarcha- 
feminist and ecological thought, this issue being no 
exception. Number 20 , subtitled "Coping" features a 
special "Social Ecology" supplement, an interview with 
dub-poet Afua Cooper, an article on Gay Grief and alot 
of views you just cant find anywhere else. KIO has 
developed into a truly original and interesting magazine 
(and check out the new layout — it's an art in and of 
itself). KIO can be picked up in bookstores around 
Toronto or send $2 to KIO, P.O. Box 5811, Station A, 
Toronto, Ontario, M5W 1P2. (Subscriptions are $7.50 
for 4 issues) 


HE ECOMEDIA BULLETIN if 


The Ecomedia Bulletin is a bi-weekly 
publication of the Ecomedia Toronto office. The Toronto 
group is a local autonomous office of the Ecomedia 
Network, an international activist/anarchist "wire 
service". It is an alternative to the mainstream wires 
and press which ignore the relevant actions and news. 
Ecomedia is intended for use by radical and alternative 
papers and radio, and for distribution to activists in the 
Toronto area * 

Ecomedia can also be heard on radio. 
We broadcast reports 3 times a week on CKLN 88.1 FM. 
If you live in or near the Toronto area, tune in on 
Mondays and Wednesdays between 11 AM and 
12 noon on the Newswave show, and on Wednesday 
afternoons at 4 PM. 

As a regular source of information we seek to 
provide an anarchist analysis of events and help build 
resistance to authoritarianism and Statism in all its 
forms. 

Subscriptions may be had for 
$10/year; subscribers will recieve a package every 4 
issues , to save mailing costs. We welcome and plead 
for contributions, news and suggestions. Please 
forward these to our address above. 


Q: What do you call a cop on a bicycle? 
A: A moving target 

















